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AFRICAN COMMUNITIES AWARDS 

Statement by Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests 

DR A.D. BUTI (Armadale — Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests) [12.12 pm]: I rise to share 
with the house my congratulations to the winners of the Western Australian African Communities Awards, which 
were presented at a gala event on 3 September 2022 to coincide with Australia–Africa Week and the Africa Down 
Under conference. These awards are presented by the Organisation of African Communities in Western Australia, 
the umbrella body that represents the interests of African communities in the state. 

The theme of this year’s awards was building a vibrant, resilient, and strong African community in the midst of 
COVID-19. This theme recognises what a difficult time everyone has gone through—a time that would have been 
much more difficult without volunteers across Western Australia’s African communities working hard to keep 
everyone safe and healthy. These awards demonstrate the significant contribution that our African communities are 
making to Western Australia. Western Australia is home to more than 100 000 African-born people who now call 
Western Australia home and our African communities are a thriving part of our multicultural state. 

It was an honour to be at the fifth presentation of these awards that recognise the positive contribution of 
Western Australians from African backgrounds. There were over 50 nominees recognised in eight categories. 
I would like to especially bring to members’ attention the winner of the Community Pillar Award, Mr John Aciek. 
This award identifies and recognises an individual who has contributed significantly to the African communities 
of Western Australia and Australia over 10 years or more. Mr Aciek is the President of the South Sudan Community 
Association of Western Australia and a dedicated representative and leader. He has worked tirelessly to bring 
together the many South Sudanese community groups and associations and has been an emphatic voice for unity 
among African communities. He is a committed champion of young Western Australians from the South Sudanese 
community and a relentless supporter of the families in his community.  

I thank the Organisation of African Communities in Western Australia for presenting these prestigious awards and 
commend the nominees, finalists and winners for their efforts and contributions to Western Australia. 
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